
Let justice roll on like a river! The first verse tells us that Amos ministered during the reigns of Uzziah (aka Amaziah) of Judah and 

Jeroboam the Second of Israel. Scholars assume he was most active from 760-750BC. 

It was a troubled period of war, inequality and idolatry—see a summary in 2Kings 14:23-29 

Amos ministered about 40 years after Elisha prophesied Israel’s return to power after oppression by Aram 

(2Kings 13:17-19), and his contemporary Jonah’s echoing prophecy of national greatness (2Kings14:25). 

Amos focused on God’s judgment. Social justice demonstrates the truth of our  religious commitment. 

Meanwhile, his contemporary Hosea focuses on God’s love, mercy and forgiveness. The two books form 

a pair, detailing the justice and mercy of God in this turbulent period of the history of God’s people. 

Although he was a prophet of Judah, Amos went with a message of judgment to the rebellious northern 

kingdom of Israel. Although he ministered there, he made it clear that his message was for “all Israel”. 

Amos is unusual among prophets for being an ordinary bloke – a fig-farmer and shepherd (1:1, 7:14-15), 

perhaps a smallholder or even a hired hand. 

He was clearly well-educated, though, and kept abreast of politics at home and in Israel’s wider world. 

Both Israel and Judah felt prosperous, 

militarily secure, and politically stable. 

At the same time, immorality and injustice 

were rife. Leaders worshiped idols and 

oppressed others. Justice was corrupt. The 

rich wasted their wealth on luxury while the 

poor starved. God’s promised judgment—

captivity under Assyria—was coming. And 

one of its messengers was Amos. 

His prophesy was fulfilled a few decades 

after his ministry; in 722 BC, the Assyrian 

army swept in and carried the people into 

exile, “like a fisherman dragging his catch 

behind him with hooks” (Amos 4:2–3) 
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Seek God – in prayer, worship, study of the Scripture and 

fellowship, we value the pursuit of God in Jesus Christ; 

Love Generously – in time, talent and treasure, to stimulate 

one another to good works and a lifestyle of generosity; 

Expect transformation – to see God’s Holy Spirit move in 

individual lives, in the church and across our community 
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Worship the King: Amos’s revelation of God as 
Creator and Ruler of all the world 

8th March - Andy Mills - Key verses; 4:13-5:9; 9:5-6 

God is Lord over Israel and the controller of her 

future … but also over that of every other 

nation. Israel had a special place in his plans 

and would have benefited from it by being 

obedient to his loving commands, but she 

squandered it. Now he’s going to use a pagan 

nation to judge her – just as he will one day use one of his chosen people, 

the Messiah, to bless the rest of the world. 

Let’s seek a greater understanding of the supremacy of God … give 

worshipful thanks for being part of his worldwide chosen people … and 

remain faithful to our calling. 

Live justly: Amos’s revelation of a God who acts to restore righteousness 

15th March  - Tom Smith  - Key verses: 5:11-24 

Israel was called to demonstrate God’s holiness and love to the world. 

Now, rich and secure, she has fallen into idolatry, allowed injustice to 

prosper, and refuses to show mercy to her own poor. Amos warns his smug, 

religious listeners that God’s day of action among them will bring wailing, 

not happiness. 

Let’s remember that Christianity is not a religion, but a call to represent 

God’s nature … Christs’s Cross gives us a new chance to “seek good, not 

evil, that you may live” … our 

commitment to God’s justice is 

active, not passive. 

Partners in prayer: Amos’s revelation that God wants us to intercede for his plan 

22nd March - Jo Kerr - Key verses: 7:1-17 

God shows Amos various righteous judgments he could inflict on Israel, and is 

pleased with Amos’s heartfelt pleas for mercy. Although God must purify his 

people, he wants his servant to understand his heart. When the voice of political 

religion, Amaziah, opposes Amos , God directly rebukes the priest. 

Let’s be serious about the place of prayer and prophecy among the people of 

God … how can we pray for mercy effectively? … Is there a time when we should 

not pray for mercy? … How can we creatively declare God’s truth? 

The Word of God unknown: Amos’s revelation of true spiritual famine 

29th March  - Steve Farrer - Key verses: 8:1-14 

God’s response to the injustice and idolatry of the people will be to allow their 

nation to fall into the hands of violent, pagan nations. But the worst punishment 

will be “a famine of hearing the words of the Lord”. Even the strongest will grow 

faint because of it. 

Let’s consider the Word of God in our lives … how do we understand the written 

Word of God and hear God for ourselves? How do we put what we understand 

into practice, bearing in mind Jesus’s solemn promise, (Matt 13:10-17) 

Open to God’s mercy: Amos’s revelation of the power of repentance 

5th April - Mike Strange - Key verses: 9:1-15 

God gives an explicit promise of the destruction of the Temple – unthinkable to 

good religious people of the time – and includes a horrifying promise of exile (“I 

will keep my eye on them for harm and not for good”). But he also promises that 

those who are not ‘sinners’ will be protected (vv8-10), Jerusalem will  be rebuilt 

(v11), and there will be a time of prosperity ahead. 

God’s activity in a fallen world incorporates both judgment for sinful 

disobedience, and mercy for those who turn back to him. Consider the example 

of Jesus—who walked in the rebuilt Temple which Amos foresaw. 

“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 

distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” (James 1:27) 

“Let justice roll on like a river, 

righteousness like a never-

failing stream!” Amos 5:24 


