
 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in 
us and his love is made complete in us 

1 John 4:12 

A caring community with every member equipped to demonstrate Christ, 

working with others to advance God's Kingdom in Chard and the world 

Seek God – in prayer, worship, study of the Scripture and fellowship, we 

value the pursuit of God in Jesus Christ; 

Love Generously – in time, talent and treasure, to stimulate one another to 

good works and a lifestyle of generosity; 

Expect transformation – to see God’s Holy Spirit move in individual lives, in 

the church and across our community 

 

You may have been coming to Forefront for years. Or maybe you just popped in for 

one Sunday. Either way, if you feel moved to act on anything mentioned in the talks, 

we would be pleased to pray with you. 

Ask someone in the service to point you in the right direction, or call in during the 

week at Forefront Community Centre (next to Chard Post Office sorting centre). 

The text  doesn’t expressly say who wrote “1 John”, but the early church were 

unanimous that it came from John son of Zebedee, one of Jesus’s twelve apostles. 

The opening verses declare the writer to be a close witness of Jesus’s life. John was 

a fisherman, and declared himself  the “disciple whom Jesus loved”. He later 

authored the Gospel of John. 

He wrote both the Gospel and his letters in simple Greek, 

using dramatic language to contrast love and hate, light and 

darkness, blindness and sight, truth and lies. Many of the 

expressions John uses can be seen in both sources 

(compare the verses in the table on the right, for instance). 

John writes with authority, commanding love and 

obedience, asserting truth clearly and tackling error—

especially a  new and growing heresy which would later 

grow into what we now call  Gnosticism (see inside for 

more on that). 

to living as the family of God, from John’s first letter to “those who 

believe in the name of the Son of God” 



Know who you are 

1 September: Nigel Marsh 

Read ahead: Chapter 2:12-14; 

3:1-3; 5:11-15 

To live as children of God, in the family 

of Christ, is an amazing privilege and 

opens up an awe-inspiring future. We 

are forgiven and reconciled, free to 

know God and explore our relationship 

with him. The Word of life lives in us, and 

we can overcome temptation and 

frustration as we continue to live out our 

l ives. We have confidence to 

approach God through his  Son, who 

died for us, and who now wishes to live 

in us through his Holy Spirit. 

Live as Jesus did 

15 September: Jo Kerr 

Read ahead: Chapter 2:3-6, 15-17; 3:16-24 

Knowing God is not the same as knowing about 

God—this is relationship, not an academic exercise. 

You know that you know him if you obey him. That 

means making decisions in every moment just as 

Jesus did—prioritising God’s will above selfish desires 

and the requirements  of this world. God is pleased 

with the sacrifice involved as his disciples lay down 

their lives for his Kingdom, and the good of others. 
Know who Jesus is 

8 September: David Burfield 

Read ahead: Chapter 1:1-3; 

2:18-27; 4:1-3, 13-16 

John is concerned that God’s 

people should not be led astray by 

competing falsehoods. Jesus Christ, 

the Word of life, is the Father’s 

anointed one. He is the light of 

revelation of the Father, the Son of 

God, the Saviour of the world. At the 

same time, John attests from 

personal knowledge, he lived a fully 

human life, and died a human 

death. Those who teach otherwise 

are “anti-Christ”, and a false 

understanding of who Jesus is can 

rob us of the joy of our salvation. 

Live victoriously 

29 September: Steve Farrer 

Read ahead: Chapter 1:5-2:2; 3:4-10; 5:3-5, 16-21 

Jesus died for us so that we would not live in guilt 

and fear, or hide in the 

darkness. We are empowered to 

recognise our sin, confess it and 

receive forgiveness, so that we 

can walk in the light. He intends to 

break the chains of sin and 

eliminate the “works of the devil” 

from our lives. Through faith, we 

can overcome evil and live for 

good in our own lives, and pray 

effectively for others, too. 

Live in love 

20 October: Keith Barnard 

Read ahead: Chapter 3:16-18; 4:7-21 

There are more references to love in John’s first letter per 

chapter than any other book in the Bible. While the new cults 

were emphasising secret knowledge, John commends 

expressive love. God is the source and catalyst of love, and 

love should be the mark of the Christian. Love is the 

consequence of new life in Christ and the evidence of our 

fellowship with God. A Christian who lives in God’s love has 

confidence and is free from fear. Love is not a feeling—it is a 

decision to act which has practical consequences. 

Who are the anti-Christs (1John 2:18)? 

Writing as a very old man, John was alive to see the start of 

what would later become a serious heresy called Gnosticism. 

His letter deliberately talks about “knowing” truths plainly, as a 

way to dispel the cult of secret knowledge (“gnosis”) which 

was starting to weaken the faith of some seekers. 

Gnosticism said that matter—and the human body especially—

was evil. Salvation meant treating  the body harshly, and 

adherence to teachings about hierarchies of spiritual beings. 

Gnostics taught that God is wholly spirit (and therefore 

“good”), so Jesus must have been only pretending to have a 

body, or that the divine Christ only joined himself to the man 

Jesus at his baptism, and left him while he died on 

the Cross. At the same time, Gnosticism permitted 

licentious living—it was one’s body which was evil, 

not one’s behaviour; disobeying God had no 

consequence if gnostic teachings were followed. 

John’s letter aims to tackle the heresy head-on. In 

it, he seeks to expose false teachers and rebuke the 

immorality and disobedience in their lives. He aims 

to explain to believers how they can be sure of their 

salvation. And as one who knew Jesus personally, 

he testifies to the evidence of his divine nature.  

Living as the 

Family of God 


