
Being the 
fragrance 

of Christ

But thanks be to God, who always 
leads us as captives in Christ’s 
triumphal procession and uses us to 
spread the aroma of the knowledge 
of him everywhere. For we are to God 
the pleasing aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved and those 
who are perishing. To the one we are 
an aroma that brings death; to the 
other, an aroma that brings life. And 
who is equal to such a task? Unlike so 
many, we do not peddle the word of 
God for profit. On the contrary, in 
Christ we speak before God with 
sincerity, as those sent from God.

2Cor 2:14-17
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We live in a law-
abiding, life-

supporting, rationally-
comprehensible, 

beautiful universe, 
with a single point of 

creation, inhabited by 
creatures with an 

innate sense of moral 
good.

How come? 

How do we show there is 
a God?



Why should we think about 
evidence for God?

It helps in our faith … belief is not blind, but 
rational
It is Biblical … Scripture is clear that God can 
be apprehended through his Creation 
(Psalm 19)
It helps in our evangelism … some people 
need to be persuaded that God exists 
before we can tell them God loves them 
and has a plan for their redemption
It lays a foundation … after we demonstrate 
good reason to believe God exists, we can 
demonstrate that God is perfectly good and 
totally powerful; as the Universe includes evil 
and human suffering, God must intervene to 
deal with evil and restore eternal good. He  
did so by taking the weight of evil and the 
pain of human suffering on himself
It answers non-Christian critics … especially 
the ‘new atheists’ who claim there is no 
evidence for the existence of God
It refutes the religious who say Christianity is 
all a matter of faith and exclusive of science
It finds common ground with people of other 
faiths—we can agree the existence and 
nature of God, then go on to explore what 
that means



“A universe with a 
supernatural presence 
would be a fundamentally 
and qualitatively different 
kind of universe from one 
without.”

Richard Dawkins

For since the creation of 
the world God’s invisible 
qualities – his eternal 
power and divine nature –
have been clearly seen, 
being understood from 
what has been made, so 
that people are without 
excuse.

Paul the Apostle



“In the course
of my life I have 

repeatedly
been

compelled to
ponder on the 

relationship of these two 
regions of thought 

[science and religion], 
for I have never been 

able to doubt the reality 
of that to which they 

point.”

Werner Heisenberg, 
Across the Frontiers, p213



“There can
never be any
real opposition 
between
religion and
science; for the one is 
the complement of 
the other.”

Max Planck, quoted in 
Dictionary of Scientific 

Biography, p15



“It is crazy to 
postulate
a trillion
universes
to explain the 
features of one 
universe, when 
postulating one 
entity (God) will do 
the job.”

Richard Swinburne,

Design Defended, Think p17



The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they reveal knowledge.

They have no speech, they use no words;

no sound is heard from them.

Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,

their words to the ends of the world.

In the heavens God has pitched a 
tent for the sun.

It is like a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his 
course.

It rises at one end of the heavens
and makes its circuit to the other;
nothing is deprived of its warmth.

Psalm 19:1-6



“The contrived 
nature of
physical
existence is just
too fantastic for me 
to take on board as 
simply ‘given’. It 
points to a deeper 
underlying meaning 
to existence.”

Paul Davies,

Physics And The Mind Of God, 
Templeton Address, 1995



and study the details 
of its architecture, 

the more evidence I 
find that that the 
universe, in some 

sense, knew we 
were coming.”

Freeman Dyson, Disturbing 
the Universe, p250

“The more I 

examine 

the universe



The universe 
looks suspiciously 
like a fix.

Physicist Paul Davies

It is as if a
super-intellect 
has monkeyed 
around with 
physics.

Astronomer Royal 
Martin Rees



“I’m not an atheist ... We are in
the position of a little child

entering a huge library filled with
books in many languages. The

child knows someone must have
written those books. It does not know how. 

It does not understand the languages in 
which they are written. The child dimly 

suspects a mysterious order in the 
arrangement of the books but does not 

know what it is. That, it seems to me, is the 
attitude of even the most intelligent human 

being towards God. We see the universe 
marvellously arranged and obeying 

certain laws but only dimly understand 
these laws. Our individual minds grasp the 

mysterious force that moves the 
constellations.”

“Everyone who is seriously engaged in the 
pursuit of science becomes convinced 

that the laws of nature manifest the 
existence of a spirit vastly superior to that of 
men, and in the face of which we with our 

modest powers must feel humble.”

Quoted, Max Jammer, 
Einstein and Religion, p48, 93



“Even if there is only
one possible unified

theory, it is just a set of
rules and equations.

What is it that
breathes fire into the

equations and makes
a universe for them to describe? 

… If we discover a complete 
theory … we shall all, 

philosophers, scientists and just 
ordinary people, be able to 

take part in the discussion of the 
question of why it is that we and 

the universe exist. If we find the 
answer to that, it would be the 

ultimate triumph of human 
reason – for then we should 

know the mind of God.”

Stephen Hawking, A Brief 
History Of Time



“I feel
compelled
to look to a
First Cause
having an intelligent 
mind in some 
degree analogous 
to that of a man;
and I deserve to be 
called a Theist.”

Charles Darwin, 
Autobiography, p92



“[T]he scientific picture of the real
world around me is deficient. It

gives a lot of factual information,
puts all our experience in a

magnificently consistent order,
but it is ghastly silent about all and

sundry that is really near to our heart, that 
really matters to us. It cannot tell us a word 

about red and blue, bitter and sweet, 
physical pain and physical delight; it knows 
nothing of beautiful and ugly, good or bad, 

God and eternity. Science sometimes 
pretends to answer questions in these 

domains, but the answers are very often so 
silly that we are not inclined to take them 

seriously.  Science is reticent, too, when it is a 
question of the great Unity of which we 

somehow form a part … The most popular 
name in our time for it is God, with a capital 

G. Science is, very usually, branded as being 
atheistic … If its world picture does not even 

contain beauty, delight, sorrow; if personality 
is cut out of it by agreement, how should it 

contain the most sublime idea which 
presents itself to the human mind.”

Erwin Schrodinger, My View 
Of The World, p93



Why do atheists feel 
guilty sometimes?

Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have 
the law, do by nature things required by 

the law, they are a law for themselves, 
even though they do not have the law. 
They show that the requirements of the 

law are written on their hearts, their 
consciences also bearing witness, and 

their thoughts sometimes accusing them 
and at other times even defending them.

Romans 2:14,15

“Those who doubt the effect of religion on 

morality should seriously ask the question: just 

what are the immutable laws of secularism? 

Be prepared to answer, if you are honest, 

that such laws simply do not exist! The best 

answer we can ever hear from secularists to 

this question is a hodgepodge of strained 

relativist talk of situational ethics.”
Atheist author John D Steinrucken

“Secularism’s Ongoing Debt To Christianity”



“The book of nature 
is written in the 
language of 
mathematics.”

Galileo Galilei, 
1564-1642



God of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of
Jacob, not of philosophers and scholars.
Certitude. Certitude. Feeling. Joy. Peace.
God of Jesus Christ.
“Thy God shall be my God.”
Forgetfulness of the world and of everything except 
God.
He is to be found only by the ways taught in the 
Gospel.
Greatness of the Human Soul.
“Righteous Father, the world hath not known Thee, 
but I have know Thee.”
Joy, joy, joy, tears of joy.
I have separated myself from Him.
“My God, wilt Thou leave me?”
Let me not be separated from Him eternally.
“This is the eternal life, that they might know Thee, 
the only true God, and the one whom Thou hast 
sent, Jesus Christ.”
Jesus Christ.
I have separated myself from Him: I have fled from 
Him, denied Him, crucified Him.
Let me never be separated from Him.
We keep hold of Him only by the ways taught in the 
Gospel.
Renunciation, total and sweet.
Total submission to Jesus Christ and to my director.
Eternally in joy for a day’s training on earth.
Amen.

Blaise Pascal, diary entry on his 
conversion (23 November 1654) after 

finding God through mathematics



I felt in my bones; first, that this world 
does not explain itself. It may be a 
miracle with a supernatural 
explanation; it may be a conjuring 
trick, with a natural explanation. But 
the explanation of the conjuring trick, if 
it is to satisfy me, will have to be better

GK Chesteron, Orthodoxy 
(pp44,45)

than the natural explanations I have heard. ... 

Second. I came to feel as if magic must have a 

meaning, and meaning must have some one to 

mean it. There was something personal in the 

world, as in a work of art; whatever it meant, it 

meant violently. Third, I thought this purpose 

beautiful in its old design, in spite of its defects. 

Fourth, that the proper form of thanks to it is 

some form of humility and restraint: we should 

thank God for beer and Burgundy by not drinking 

too much of them. We owed, also, obedience to 

whatever made us. And last, and strangest, there 

had come into my mind a vague and vast 

impression that in some way all good was a 

remnant to be stored and held sacred out of 

some primordial ruin. Man had saved his good as 

Crusoe saved his goods: he had saved them 

from a wreck. All this I felt and the age gave me 

no encouragement to feel it. And all this time 1 
had not even thought of Christian theology.



How to tell others

Pray

Against false arguments 
(2Cor 10:4-5)

For spiritual insight (Acts 
26:7,18)

For spiritual armour (Eph
6:10-18)

Prepare … with an answer 
that’s gracious and 

attractive (Col 4:5-6)

Proximity … who are the 
people who need to hear 

from you? (Lk 19:10)



Atheism

The belief that there was 
nothing, and nothing 
happened to nothing so 
that nothing magically 
exploded for no reason, 
creating everything.
And then a bunch of 
everything magically 
rearranged itself for no 
reason whatsoever into 
self-replicating bits which 
then turned into dinosaurs.

Makes perfect sense.


