
Jonah 

‘Those who cling to worthless idols turn away from God’s love for them. 

But I, with shouts of grateful praise, will sacrifice to you. 

What I have vowed I will make good. I will say, “Salvation comes from the LORD.”’  

Jonah 2:8,9 

A caring community with every member equipped to demonstrate Christ, 

working with others to advance God's Kingdom in Chard and the world 

Seek God – in prayer, worship, study of the Scripture and fellowship, we 

value the pursuit of God in Jesus Christ; 

Love Generously – in time, talent and treasure, to stimulate one another to 

good works and a lifestyle of generosity; 

Expect transformation – to see God’s Holy Spirit move in individual lives, in 

the church and across our community 

 

You may have been coming to Forefront for years. Or maybe you just popped in for one 

Sunday. Either way, if you feel moved to act on anything mentioned in the talks, we would 

be pleased to pray with you. 

Ask someone in the service to point you in the right direction, or call in during the week at 

Forefront Community Centre (next to Chard Post Office sorting centre). 

Jonah (which means “dove”), the son of Amitta (“truth”) , was a prophet under  

Jeroboam II (786-746 BC).  He accurately predicted the growth of Israel’s borders 

by conquest (2 Ki 14:25) but, in the book of Jonah, seems passive compared to the 

sailors, the people of Nineveh—and especially his active, interventionist God. 

It is God who provides, throughout the tale; he provides the wind, tempest, fish, 

gourd, worm, and an east wind. Not to mention providing Jonah to Nineveh, giving 

the prophet his message, and ultimately extending forgiveness to the responsive 

people of the Assyrian capital. 

In Jewish tradition, Jonah is said to be the boy whom Elijah raised from the dead 

(1Ki 17:17-24) though there is no direct evidence for this in the Bible. The 47 verses 

of the book of Jonah are  read every year at Yom Kippur as a reminder of God’s 

mercy, the need for repentance, divine authority over nature and the promise of 

salvation even at a late hour (the book is read late in the day-long ceremony). 

“The enigmas that enrage and sadden Jonah are not riddles to be solved. They remain; God 

invites Jonah to bear them, even to deepen them, and to allow new perceptions to emerge 

unbidden. In a word, to stand and pray.”  - Avivah Zornberg 
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Chapter 1 – Rebellion 

2 July: David Burfield 

The chapter opens with the usual 

prophetic statement: ‘The word of the 

Lord came’, but there normality ends. In 

other cases prophets felt overwhelmed by 

the prophecy, or unworthy, or like Moses 

provided excuses, but here we read: 

‘Jonah ran away from the Lord’ (v.3). Is 

there perhaps a parallel 

in our lives? Have we 

tried to escape 

God and his 

calling? 

Chapter 2 – Salvation 

9 July: Nigel Marsh 

From the earliest times, story-telling theologians depicted the sea 

monster Leviathan as the chaotic enemy of God’s order in Creation 

(see Job 3:8 and ch 41; Gen 1:2; Isa 27:1; Eze 29:3 and 32:2).  Now 

Jonah is spending time in the belly of a sea monster, trapped in the 

darkest depths—and, even here, he discovers the salvation of God. 

In his magnificent song of deliverance, he recognises God’s supreme 

power, even in “the pit”, and the terrible curse of holding on to idols. 

In response to this salvation, he promises his gratitude, sacrifice and 

obedience. 

                 Jonah is popular because 
    of its    eventful story and continual 
     surprises.    Jonah son of Amittai is a successful 
       prophet but his           book is unusual. There is little historical 
        setting, and the       ruling kings are not mentioned (compare Haggai 
 1:1). The prophecy     against Nineveh) is very brief, in contrast to the 
    extended dialogue between Jonah and God, and the prophet doesn’t  
  follow the expected script. 
            Unfortunately, the core message is often lost in the controversy as to  
        whether Jonah is an historical narrative of a rescue in a big fish and the 
   miraculous repentance of a city, or whether it is more of a parable, a story 
 with a hidden          meaning. Both views are held by Bible-believing 
 Christians.     What is clear is that God interrogates Jonah 
          with a series of           questions that are relevant to us today. 
           Not least is      the subject of our calling, and 
          how we      respond. 

Now Jonah should have known better 

since there is nowhere to run to, 

nowhere outside of God’s presence 

(see, for example, Ps 139:7-10; Amos 

9:2, 3; Romans 8:3-39). Here, God uses 

heathen sailors to challenge Jonah 

and make him face his situation, and 

then, miraculous intervention to begin 

to set the reluctant prophet back on 

course. Perhaps we too have been 

challenged by those outside the 

 church or a ‘God 

 Moment’? 

Chapter 3 – Mercy    16 July: Tom Smith 

After rescuing Jonah from his watery grave, God called him 

once again - and this time the reluctant prophet obeyed the 

Lord.  

The message for Nineveh was still the same - Judgement is 

coming! The ruthless, violent dictator, and all the pagan 

population cried out to God for mercy. Can such wicked 

people be forgiven?! 

Do we ever think that we deserve God's mercy, but tyrants 

and terrorists can never be forgiven? Jonah chapter 3 has a 

startling, challenging and disturbing message. 

Chapter 4 – Compassion 

23 July: Keith Barnard 

There are some parts of the Bible that really look like they should be 

left out: the elder brother after the Prodigal Son; psalms which curse 

people, and the last chapter of Jonah!  If Jonah ended at chapter 3, 

the book would have a happy ending. Why then do we have 

Jonah’s moaning, a leafy plant that dies and God concerned about 

animals? Can Jonah teach us more than  obedience leading to 

blessing - to be honest about our hearts and motives? And in real life 

we don’t always have happy endings: it’s sometimes messy... 


